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Monitoring Least Terns on the 
Missouri River
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Missouri River above Ponca NE

Least Terns on the Missouri
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Preferred Riverine Habitat

Flood Control Act of 1944
(Pick-Sloan Plan)
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USFWS Biological Opinion

Monitoring Activities

Monitoring begins May 1
Monitoring from egg 
laying to chicks to 
fledglings
Continues to the end of 
August
Surveys are done on a 5 –
10 day cycle
Adult Census conducted 
the last two weeks in June
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Omaha District T&E Structure

T&E Section

Mobridge Bismarck

Williston

Fort Peck

Garrison

Oahe

Fort Randall

Gavins Point

Operations Division

Survey Reaches
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Training

Then

Now

Training Handbook
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Survey Crews

Safety at all Times

Float Plan Filed
Boat Safety Check
Communication 
Equipment
Minimum of two 
people on survey
Life Jackets worn 
while on the Water
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Search Priorities Throughout the 
Nesting Season

May through Mid June –
search for nests

Mid June through Mid 
July – search for nests & 
chicks

Mid July through August 
– search for chicks & 
fledglings

Looking for Nests
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Checking Eggs

Checking for Chicks
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Hand Held Computer & GPS

Data Collected
Location, Date & Time
Nest ID
Habitat Type
Nest Status
Nest Fate
Nest Elevation
Management Activities
Chick Numbers & Age
Fledgling Numbers
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Restriction Signs

From the Field to the Internet -
TESDMS

Data Downloaded
Field Journal Updated
Data & Journal  
Entries Reviewed
Data Released to the 
Internet
Access to the 
TESDMS is Restricted
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TESDMS Reports
Productivity 
Summary
Census & Fledge 
Ratio Report
Field Journal
At Risk Nests
Nest Timeline
Nest Fate Report

TEDMS Reports

Expectations List

Last Visit Report
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Annual Report

Historic Maps
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Key to Success

Questions?


