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ABSTRACT 

A twenty-four-hour-per-day marine endangered species monitoring program was 
conducted onboard the hopper dredge M/V R.N. Weeks from 08 April 2010 through 24 
June 2010.  Endangered and threatened species targeted included the Loggerhead 
(Caretta caretta), Kemp’s ridley (lepidochelys kempii), Green (Chelonia mydas), and 
Leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea) sea turtles and the protected Atlantic and 
Shortnose sturgeon (Acipenser brevirostrum).  Observer monitoring was provided by 
East Coast Observers, Inc. (ECO, Inc.) and was at 100% monitoring using two 
observers approved by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  This project was 
subcontracted through Weeks Marine, Inc. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Two marine endangered species observers conducted twenty-four hour monitoring (in 
6-12 hour shifts) onboard the hopper dredge RN Weeks during the entire beach 
renourishment project at Eglin AFB.    Pursuant to agreements with NMFS and the US 
Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), two NMFS approved observers were required to 
work onboard the dredge in either 6-12 hour shifts allowing 100% coverage 24 hours 
per day. 

 

SCOPE OF WORK 

East Coast Observers, Inc. was subcontracted by Weeks Marine, Inc. to conduct 
onboard endangered species monitoring.  ECO, Inc. was to provide necessary trained 
personnel and relevant equipment to inspect, clean and monitor inflow screening 
located onboard the hopper dredge RN Weeks.  Observers were also required to 
monitor the draghead and draghead deflector each time they were brought onboard for 
cleaning and maintenance, and complete load data sheets for each subsequent load.  
Any death or injury to endangered species was to be identified, measured, 
photographed and recorded.  Proper disposal of carcasses was to be performed by the 
observer.  Load sheets were to be completed for each individual load and pertinent 
information to each load.  Load start time, load stop time, condition of screening and 
draghead deflector, type of dredged material, weather and sea conditions, screen 
contents and species bycatch.  Any take information was to be noted on the load data 
sheet, and then detailed in a separate incident report.  Daily and weekly summary forms 
were to be completed and given to dredge and ACOE personnel.  Day and night bridge 
watches were assigned to the observer when not occupied with screen and draghead 
inspection duties. 



RESULTS 

Dredging began on 08 April 2010.  Sea turtle relocation trawling had been conducted for 
48 hours prior to the commencement of dredging.  There were no incidents involving 
threatened/endangered species onboard the hopper dredge.  On several occasions 
there were incidents involving Munitions of Explosive Concern (MEC’s) being recovered 
onboard the dredge causing temporary shutdowns/evacuations.  As a result, 1” 
ammunition screening was installed within the dragheads which prevented the MEC’s 
from becoming lodged in the dragheads.  This screening also significantly reduced the 
amount of bycatch entrained in the dredge.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information regarding the content of this report, please contact Trish 
Bargo via email: tbargo@eastcoastobservers.com. 

 

Project Dates: 08 April‐24 June 2010 

Project Length:  78 days of dredging 

Coverage Level:  100% 

Total Number of Incidents/takes:  NONE 

Number of Loads: 123 

Water Temperatures:  77‐88 F 

Bycatch:  

Blue crab, spider crab, lady crab, horseshoe crab, speckled crab,  menhaden, black drum, red 

drum,  croaker,  short finned squid,  file fish,  cow fish,  sand dollars, flounder, sea stars, 

cushion stars, southern sting ray, cow nose ray, spotted eagle ray, trigger fish, lookdowns,   

sandbar shark, tiger shark, bonnet heads, lion mane jellies, cannonball jellies,  various 

unidentified invertebrates, small broken coral, shell and rock. 


